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Powell In-flow Vs. Out-flow
Lake Powell has steadily declined since the implementation of the 2007
Operating Guidelines, which allow for greater Powell releases based upon
the contents of Lake Mead. 

Over the past 25 years, more water has left Lake Powell than entered
it. Total losses (releases and evaporation) average 9 million acre-feet, while
reservoir in-flow averages 8.3 million acre-feet. The consistent gap between
in-flow and out-flow has resulted in the reservoir declining from 86% full in
2000 to merely 28% full in 2025. 
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