
AVERAGE AMOUNT OF WATER
THAT FLOWS WEST ANNUALLY

WATER LOSS PREVENTION
MILLIONS INVESTED in the CO Water Loss
Initiative. Colorado trained over 90 water utilities
across the state; 50 utilities identified over 20,000
ACRE-FEET in preventable losses in Phase 1. 

water plan grants program
$87M IN AWARDS for multibenefit water projects
across the State that conserve water and promote
efficiency, including a $1.5M GRANT for water-
wise landscaping. 
 

average annual shortages
Colorado regularly takes significant hydrologic
shortages averaging 600,000 ACRE-FEET PER
YEAR through strict priority administration. The
Upper Division States shortages average 1.3M
ACRE-FEET PER YEAR.

EFFORTS THAT SUPPORT A
HEALTHY COLORADO RIVER 
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Watershed restoration
Awarded more than $22 MILLION to restore and
protect the headwater watersheds of the
Colorado River, build wildfire and flood resilience,
stabilize streams, and reconnect land and water. 



 What Colorado Contributes 

 Efforts That Support a Healthy Colorado River 
 Infographic Text 

 Water Plan Grants Program: $87 million in awards for multi-benefit water projects across the 
 State that conserve water and promote efficiency, including a $1.5 million grant for waterwise 
 landscaping. 

 Water Loss Prevention: Millions invested in the Colorado Water Loss Initiative. Colorado trained 
 over 90 water utilities across the state; 50 utilities identified over 20,000 acre-feet in preventable 
 losses in Phase 1. 

 Watershed Restoration: Awarded more than $22 million to restore and protect the headwater 
 watersheds of the Colorado River, build wildfire and flood resilience, stabilize streams, and 
 reconnect land and water. 

 Average Annual Shortages: Colorado regularly takes significant hydrologic shortages averaging 
 600,000 acre-feet per year through strict priority administration. The Upper Division States 
 shortages average 1.3M acre-feet per year. 

 A map of Colorado that shows the Continental Divide across the middle part of the state along 
 with the Colorado River and its tributaries on the western (left) side of the state. 

 Each tributary is named alongside the number of acre-feet per year that flows from that tributary 
 out of the state of Colorado 

 From the top of the map moving down: 

 Yampa-Green: 1,580, 500 acre feet 
 White: 531,000 acre feet 
 Colorado Mainstem: 4,847,500 acre feet 
 Gunnison: no number since it flows into the Colorado mainstem 
 Dolores: 547,000 acre feet 
 McElmo: 43,500 acre feet 
 Mancos: 37,000 acre feet 
 San Juan: 474,500 acre feet 
 La Plata: 26,500 acre feet 
 Animas and Florida: 699,500 acre feet 
 Pine: 199,000 acre feet 



 Piedra: 314,000 acre feet 

 9,300,000 Acre-feet (AF) is the average amount of water that flows west annually. 

 Upper Colorado River Commissioner 
 Department of Natural Resources 
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